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Summary  

An assessment has been made on compliance of the Biomass Biofuels voluntary scheme 
(hereafter “2BSvs”), as submitted to the European Commission for partial recognition 
with the sustainability criteria of Directive 2009/28/EC. 
 
The assessment results indicate that 2BSvs meets the mandatory sustainability 
requirements of Directive 2009/28/EC on GHG, land-use (with the exception of Article 
17(3)(c)), chain of custody and audit quality. 
 
Scheme scope: 
• All feedstocks; 
• All geographic regions;  
• The scheme is intended to cover the whole supply chain, from the biomass producer 

to the final biofuels distributors under custom duty; 
• The scheme is not recognised for Article 17(3)(c) on highly biodiverse grassland.  
 
Background 

2BSvs has been developed by a Consortium composed of the following key players in 
the French biofuels industry and Bureau Veritas: 
• Association Générale des Producteurs de Blé et autres céréales (AGPB): represents 

cereal producers in France. 
• Association Générale des Producteurs de Maïs (AGPM): represents maize producers 

in France. 
• Confédération Générale des planteurs de Betteraves (CGB): represents 14 unions of 

sugar beet producers in France. 
• COOP de France, section Métiers du Grain: represents cooperatives of French 

farmers. 
• Fédération des Négoces Agricole: represents private wholesalers/traders of 

agricultural crops. 
• Organisation Nationale Interprofessionnelle des Graines et Fruit Oléagineux 

(ONIDOL): Inter-professional association of oilseed producers and related industries 
including biodiesel in France. 

• Syndicat National des Producteurs d’Alcool Agricole (SNPAA): represents French 
industrial producers of alcohol from agricultural origin. 

 
2BSvs is seeking formal assessment and partial recognition by the European 
Commission as a ‘voluntary scheme’ which economic operators can use to demonstrate 
to Member States that the sustainability criteria relating to greenhouse gas savings 
(Article 17(2)), land with high biodiversity value (Article 17(3) – excluding Article 
17(3)(c) on highly biodiverse grassland), and land with high carbon stock and peatlands 
(Article 17(4-5)) are complied with. 

Assessment of the Biomass Biofuels voluntary scheme 
(2BSvs)  

Version as submitted 11 May 2011 
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Assessment results 

The summary results of the assessment are presented in the table below. The detailed 
assessment results are available in Annex 1.  
 

Table 1: Assessment results - summary 

2BSvs RED Article 

Version as 

submitted 

5 April 

2011 

Comments 

Sustainability criteria 

17(2): Greenhouse gas emissions 

savings 

Y  

17(3): Conservation of biodiversity N 2.3 Conservation of highly biodiverse 

grasslands: EC is unable to recognise this at 

present as details of definition are not 

published.  

(Note 2BSvs is not currently seeking 

EC-recognition on Article 17(3)(c))  
17(4): Conservation of carbon stocks Y  

17(5): Conservation of peatlands Y  

Chain of Custody 

18(1): Use of a mass balance system Y  

Audit Quality 

18(3): Adequate standard of 

independent auditing 

Y  
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Annex 1: Detailed assessment results 
 
Sustainability criteria 

The sustainability criteria detailed below are the mandatory sustainability criteria of the RED: Article 17(2) – 17(5)). It is 

intended that it will be possible for a scheme to be recognised for compliance with individual Articles under the RED. 

 

Article 17(2): Greenhouse gas 

emissions savings 

The use and production of biofuels 

and bioliquids should lead to 

reductions in greenhouse gas 

emissions compared to fossil fuels 

 

Requirement Guidance Assessment 

1.1 The greenhouse gas emission 

saving from the use of biofuels and 

bioliquids shall be at least 35%. 

• In the case of biofuels and bioliquids 

produced by any installation1 that was 

in operation on 23 January 2008, the 

35% greenhouse gas saving threshold 

needs to apply from 1 April 2013, and 

may also apply before that date. 

• Greenhouse gas emissions from any 

land-use change that has occurred 

since 1 January 2008 shall be taken 

into account in the greenhouse gas 

calculation, according to the 

methodology in the RED Annex V. 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the Verification of 

Biomass Production 

• Principle 2: The 1st gathering entity shall provide to its 

customers all required information to ensure that the

greenhouse gas emission saving from the use of 

sustainable biofuels is at least 35% in conformity with 

the EU Directive Article 17, sections 2.  

• Criterion 2.1: The 1st gathering point entity should

ensure that biomass producers participate in the 

reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases to achieve 

the objectives of the EU Directive.  

• Indicator 2.2.1 (Critical Indicator): To use a default 

                                                
1 The term “installation” includes any processing installation used in the production process, as long as it has not been intentionally added to the 

production chain only to qualify for the exemption. 
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value the 1st gathering entity shall ensure that the 

biomass has not been produced on land with land use 

change since January 2008, such as the conversion of 

permanent grassland. 

• No grandfathering clause included in this standard.  

 

• 2BSvs-STD-02: Requirements for Mass Balance 

Systems 

• Principle 2: The 1st gathering entity shall provide to its 

customers all required information to ensure that the 

greenhouse gas emission saving from the use of 

sustainable biofuels is at least 35% in conformity with 

the EU Directive Article 17, sections 2.  

• Criterion 2.1: The economic operators shall apply the 

prescriptions of the European Directive 2009/28/EC 

regarding greenhouse gas emission saving in order to 

ensure at least 35% GHG emission savings.   

• Indicator 2.1.1 (Major Indicator): When part of a 

production plant was in operation on the 23 January 

2008 at the latest, the economic operator shall

demonstrate a 35% GHG saving for the biofuels 

produced on this installation after 1 April 2013. (The 

term “installation” includes any processing installation 

used in the production process.) After this date, 

claims of compliance with the sustainability 

requirements can only be made when it can be 

demonstrated that the minimum GHG savings 

threshold of 35% has been met. 
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1.2 The greenhouse gas emission 

saving from the use of biofuels and 

bioliquids shall be calculated in 

accordance with RED Article 19(1)-

19(3), Annex V and Commission 

Decision 2010/335/EU of 10 June 

2010.  

Y  • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the Verification of 

Biomass Production 

• Principle 2: The 1st gathering entity shall ensure that 

the GHG emission saving from the use of sustainable 

biofuels is in conformity with the EU Directive Article 

17, section 2. 

• Criterion 2.2: When the 1st gathering entity wants to 

use the default value for the biomass, he shall use the 

appropriate default value proposed by the European 

Directive, Annex V point D and shall record and justify 

the decision. […] 

• Indicator 2.2.1: For suppliers of sustainable biomass 

that are located outside of the Community or within a 

region qualified as NUTS2, the relevant default value 

for the corresponding sustainable raw material, 

biomass and correct process type if relevant may be 

used.  

• Criterion 2.3: Whenever the 1st gathering entity wants 

to use calculated GHG values, the entity shall use a 

calculation methodology approved and recognised by 

the European Commission. 

• Indicator 2.3.1: When calculating GHG values, the 1st 

gathering entity shall use a calculation methodology 

approved by the European Commission (Such a 

recognized calculation methodology is not available at 

the time of writing). No other Methodology shall be 

used to calculate the real GHG emissions generated by 

the production of the biomass.  
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• 2BSvs-STD-02: Requirements for Mass Balance 

Systems 

• Principle 2: Provides additional criteria and indicators 

relating to calculation of GHG emissions.  

 

 

Article 17(3): Conservation of 

biodiversity 

Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be 

made from raw material obtained 

from land with high biodiversity value 

 

Requirement Guidance Assessment 

2.1 Conservation of primary forest and 

other wooded land 

 

• Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be made 

from raw material obtained from land 

that was primary forest or other 

wooded land in or after January 2008, 

whether or not the land continues to 

have that status  

• Primary forest and other wooded land is 

defined as forest and other wooded 

land of native species, where there is 

no clearly visible indication of human 

activity and the ecological processes 

are not significantly disturbed. 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the Verification of 

Biomass Production 

• Principle 3: Sustainable biofuels shall not be made 

from raw material produced on land with High 

Biodiversity Value (EU Directive Article 17, section 3).  

• Criterion 3.2: The 1st gathering entity shall 

demonstrate that it has identified the land that had 

High Biodiversity Status in or after January 2008 within 

its region of activity, unless he can provide evidence 

that the production of raw material did not interfere 

with nature protection purposes. 

• Indicator 3.2.3 (Critical Indicator): The 1st gathering 

entity shall ensure that sustainable biomass does not 

come from land that was primary forest or other 
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wooded land (i.e. forest and other wooded land of 

native species) in or after January 2008. This should 

be checked following a risk analysis by the 1st

gathering entity. If any risk has been identified, then 

the 1st gathering entity shall investigate to ensure 

that this sustainability criteria is respected. Evidence 

of the investigation shall be recorded and shall be 

made available to the independent auditor. 

• Indicator 0.3.3: As part of its monitoring activities, the 

1st gathering entity shall visit a number of suppliers 

of sustainable biomass as defined in the sampling 

procedure of the verification scheme, depending on 

the risk identified, and keep records of those visits, to 

ensure that the information provided by suppliers of 

sustainable biomass is accurate, reliable and 

trustworthy. […]. (Note: Text not repeated below for 

requirements 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 and 4.1.) 
 
• Means of verification: 

• Satellite images, site surveys, official maps or other 

registry of land identified as primary forest and other 

wooded land in or after January 2008. 

• Satellite images, site surveys, official maps or other 

registry that shows that the land could not be 

considered as primary forest or other wooded land 

shortly (at most 36 months) before January 2008. 

• Satellite images, site surveys or maps that 

comprehensively cover the entire region in which the 

raw material is being produced and are from an official 
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land registry source. 

• Information, report, satellite images or GIS system 

showing that the localization of each biomass producer 

has been compared to the identified high biodiversity 

areas in the region of activity, or  

• Previous production and sales contract(s) with biomass 

producers from before January 2008 covering same 

production area. 
 

2.2 Conservation of protected areas • Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be made 

from raw material obtained from land 

that was a protected area in or after 

January 2008, whether or not the land 

continues to have that status.  

• This includes areas designated: 

i) by law or by the relevant competent 

authority for nature protection 

purposes; or 

ii) for the protection of rare, threatened 

or endangered ecosystems or species 

recognised by international agreements 

or included in lists drawn up by 

intergovernmental organisations or the 

International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature, subject to their 

recognition in accordance with the 

second subparagraph of Article 18(4) of 

the RED; 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the Verification of 

Biomass Production 

• Principle 3: Sustainable biofuels shall not be made 

from raw material produced on land with High 

Biodiversity Value (EU Directive Article 17, section 3) 

as defined in section 4 above.  

• Criterion 3.1: The 1st gathering entity shall 

demonstrate that a system has been implemented to 

inform sustainable biomass producers that raw 

material for the production of sustainable biofuels does 

not come from land that had/ has High Biodiversity 

Status in or after January 2008, unless, for the areas 

covered by the article 17(3)(b) of the RED only, he can 

provide evidence that the production of raw material 

did not interfere with nature protection purposes. 

• Criterion 3.2: The 1st gathering entity shall 

demonstrate that it has identified the land that had 

High Biodiversity Status in or after January 2008 within 

its region of activity, unless he can provide evidence 
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• An exception is possible if evidence is 

provided that the production of that 

raw material did not interfere with 

those nature protection purposes. 

that the production of raw material did not interfere 

with nature protection purposes. 

• Indicator 3.2.4 (Critical Indicator): The 1st gathering 

entity shall ensure that biomass does not come from: 

• areas designated by law, or by other competent 

national authority, for nature protection purposes,  

• or from areas designated for the protection of rare, 

threatened or endangered ecosystems or species 

recognised by international agreements or included in 

lists drawn up by intergovernmental organisations or 

the IUCN, subject to their recognition by the European 

Commission. 
 

• Means of verification: 

• Official maps or other registry of land indentified for 

nature protection purposes (as indicated above) in or 

after January 2008.  

• Official maps or other registry that shows that the land 

could not be considered as being dedicated to nature 

protection purposes (as indicated above) shortly (at 

most 36 months) before January 2008.  

• Previous production and sales contract(s) with biomass 

producers from January 2008 covering the same 

production area, or 

• Information, report, satellite images or GIS system 

showing that the localization of each biomass 

producer has been compared to the indentified high 

biodiversity areas in the region of activity. 
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2.3 Conservation of highly biodiverse 

grassland 

• Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be made 

from raw material obtained from land 

that was highly biodiverse grassland in 

or after January 2008, whether or not 

the land continues to have that status. 

Highly biodiverse grassland is defined 

as: 

i) natural, namely grassland that would 

remain grassland in the absence of 

human intervention and which maintains 

the natural species composition and 

ecological characteristics and processes; 

or 

ii) non-natural, namely grassland that 

would cease to be grassland in the 

absence of human intervention and 

which is species-rich and not degraded, 

unless evidence is provided that the 

harvesting of the raw material is 

necessary to preserve its grassland 

status2 

N Note 2BSvs is not currently seeking EC-recognition 

for Article 17(3)(c). 

 
• 2BSvs-DES-01: Scheme Description 

• 2.1 Scope of the 2BSvs voluntary scheme 

[…] It has also been designed … and to cover all the 

sustainability requirements included in the European 

Directive 2009/28/EC with the exception of the 

requirements related to high biodiversity grassland (EU 

Directive 2009/28/EC, article 17(3)(c)) pending an

official definition of high biodiversity grassland by the 

European Commission. 

 

 

                                                
2 The European Commission shall establish the criteria and geographic ranges to determine highly biodiverse grassland (RED 2009-28 EC Article 17(3c)). 
Further information is awaited following the Comitology process. 
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Article 17(4): Conservation of 

carbon stocks 

Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be 

made from raw material obtained 

from land with high carbon stock 

 

Requirement Guidance Assessment 

3.1 Conservation of wetlands 

 

• Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be made 

from raw material obtained from land 

that was wetland in January 2008 and 

no longer has that status 

• A wetland is land that is covered with or 

saturated by water permanently or for 

a significant part of the year 

• These provisions shall not apply if, at 

the time the raw material was 

obtained, the land had the same status 

as it had in January 2008 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the Verification of 

Biomass Production 

• Principle 4: Sustainable biofuels shall not be made 

from raw material produced on land with High Carbon 

Stock (EU Directive Article 17, section 4).  

• Indicator 4.2.1: The 1st gathering entity shall have 

access to official documents from competent 

authorities identifying High Carbon Stock areas in 

January 2008 and no longer has that status in its 

region of activity. […] 

• Indictor 4.2.4 (Critical Indicator): The 1st gathering 

entity shall ensure that sustainable biomass does not 

come from wetlands, land that is covered with or 

saturated by water permanently or for a significant 

part of the year. This should be checked following a 

risk analysis by the 1st gathering entity. If any risk has 

been identified, then the 1st gathering entity shall 

investigate to ensure that this sustainability criteria is 

respected. Evidence of the investigation shall be 

recorded and shall be made available to the 

independent auditor. 
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3.2 Conservation of continuously 

forested areas 

 

• Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be made 

from raw material obtained from land 

that was continuously forested in 

January 2008 and no longer has that 

status 

• Continuously forested areas are defined 

as land spanning more than one 

hectare with trees higher than five 

metres and a canopy cover of more 

than 30%, or trees able to reach those 

thresholds in situ 

• These provisions shall not apply if, at 

the time the raw material was 

obtained, the land had the same status 

as it had in January 2008 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the Verification of 

Biomass Production 

• Principle 4: Sustainable biofuels shall not be made 

from raw material produced on land with High Carbon 

Stock (EU Directive Article 17, section 4).  

• Indicator 4.2.1: The 1st gathering entity shall have 

access to official documents from competent 

authorities identifying High Carbon Stock areas in 

January 2008 and no longer has that status in its 

region of activity. […] 

• Indicator 4.2.2 (Critical Indicator): The 1st gathering 

entity shall ensure that sustainable biomass does not 

come from continuously forested areas, of more than 1 

hectare with trees higher than five metres and a 

canopy cover of more than 30% or with trees that are 

able to reach those thresholds in situ. This should be 

checked following a risk analysis by the 1st gathering 

entity. If any risk has been identified, then the 1st 

gathering entity shall investigate to ensure that this 

sustainability criteria is respected. Evidence of the 

investigation shall be recorded and shall be made 

available to the independent auditor.    

 

Means of verification: 

• Satellite images, site surveys, official maps or other 

registry of continuously forested areas, of more than 1 

hectare with trees higher than five metres and a 

canopy cover of more than 30% or with trees that are 

able to reach those thresholds in situ. 
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• Previous production and sales contract(s) with biomass 

producers before January 2008 covering the same 

production area, or 

• Information, report, satellite images or GIS system 

showing that the localization of each biomass producer 

has been compared to the identified continuously 

forested areas in the region of activity. 
 

3.3 Conservation of forested areas with 

10-30% canopy cover 

• Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be made 

from raw material obtained from land 

that was sparsely forested in January 

2008 and no longer has that status 

• Sparsely forested areas are defined as 

land spanning more than one hectare 

with trees higher than five metres and 

a canopy cover of between 10% and 

30%, or trees able to reach those 

thresholds in situ, unless evidence is 

provided that the carbon stock of the 

area before and after conversion is 

such that, when the methodology laid 

down in part C of Annex V is applied, 

the greenhouse gas threshold (principle 

1 above) would still be fulfilled 

• These provisions shall not apply if, at 

the time the raw material was 

obtained, the land had the same status 

as it had in January 2008 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the Verification of 

Biomass Production 

• Principle 4: Sustainable biofuels shall not be made 

from raw material produced on land with High Carbon 

Stock (EU Directive Article 17, section 4).  

• Indicator 4.2.1: The 1st gathering entity shall have 

access to official documents from competent 

authorities identifying High Carbon Stock areas in 

January 2008 and no longer has that status in its 

region of activity. […] 

• Indicator 4.2.3 (Critical Indicator): The 1st gathering 

entity shall ensure that sustainable biomass does not 

come from land spanning more than 1 hectare with 

trees higher than five metres and a canopy cover of 

between 10% and 30%, or trees able to reach those 

thresholds in situ. This should be checked following a 

risk analysis by the 1st gathering entity. If any risk has 

been identified, then the 1st gathering entity shall 

investigate to ensure that this sustainability criteria is 

respected. Evidence of the investigation shall be 
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recorded and shall be made available to the 

independent auditor. 

 

Means of verification: 

• Satellite images, site surveys, official maps or other 

registry of areas with 10 to 30% tree canopy cover 

(i.e. trees higher than five metres), unless the 1st 

gathering entity can demonstrate that the GHG impact, 

including any change since January 2008 in the carbon 

stock of the area concerned, meets the appropriate 

GHG saving threshold. 

• Previous production and sales contract(s) with biomass 

producers from before January 2008 covering same 

production area, or  

• Information, report, satellite images or GIS system 

showing that the localization of each biomass producer 

has been compared to the identified sparsely forested 

areas in the region of activity. 

 

 

Article 17(5): Conservation of 

peatlands  

Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be 

made from raw material obtained 

from peatland 

 

Requirement Guidance Assessment 
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4.1 Conservation of peatlands 

 

• Biofuels and bioliquids shall not be made 

from raw material obtained from land 

that was peatland in January 2008,  

• An exception is possible if evidence is 

provided that the cultivation and 

harvesting of that raw material does 

not involve drainage of previously 

undrained soil. 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the Verification of 

Biomass Production 

• Principle 5: Sustainable biofuels shall not be made 

from raw material produced on land that was Peatland 

(EU Directive Article 17, section 5). 

• Indicator 5.2.2 (Critical Indicator): The 1st gathering 

entity shall ensure that sustainable biomass (Peat itself 

is not considered biomass) does not come from areas 

that were Peatland in January 2008, unless the soil 

was completely drained in January 2008 or there has 

been no draining of the soil since January 2008. This 

should be checked following a risk analysis by the 1st 

gathering entity. If any risk has been identified, then 

the 1st gathering entity shall investigate to ensure that 

this sustainability criteria is respected. Evidence of the 

investigation shall be recorded and shall be made 

available to the independent auditor. If any drainage of 

the land happened since January 2008, then the 

biomass coming from this land shall not be considered 

as sustainable   

 

Means of verification: 

• Satellite images, site surveys, official maps or other 

registry of areas that were Peatland in January 2008 

with evidence that there has been no draining of the 

soil since January 2008. Acceptable evidence that no 

draining has taken place are; maps showing that area 

is still identified as Peatland, land registry, satellite 

images showing that the area identified as Peatland is 
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not cultivated, site visit. Any map used as evidence 

should comprehensively cover the entire region in 

which the raw material is being produced and should 

be from an official land registry source. 

• Previous production and sales contract(s) with biomass 

producers from before January 2008 covering same 

production area, or 

• Information, report, satellite images or GIS system 

showing that the localization of each biomass producer 

has been compared to the identified high biodiversity 

areas in the region of activity. 
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Chain of Custody 

 

Article 18(1): Use of a mass 

balance system  

Economic operators shall use a mass 

balance system 

 

Requirement Guidance Assessment 

5.1 Economic operators shall use a 

mass balance system 

 

• The mass balance system:  

a) allows consignments of raw material 

or biofuel with differing sustainability 

characteristics to be mixed; 

b) requires information about the 

sustainability characteristics and sizes 

of the consignments referred to in point 

(a) to remain assigned to the mixture; 

and 

(c) provides for the sum of all 

consignments withdrawn from the 

mixture to be described as having the 

same sustainability characteristics, in 

the same quantities, as the sum of all 

consignments added to the mixture. 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the verification of 

Biomass Producers 

• Criterion 1.1: “…to ensure that “sustainability 

characteristics” remain assigned to “consignments”.” 

• Indicator 1.2.3 The 1st gathering entity shall record in 

a credit account the origin of the feedstock (including 

NUTS 2 region within the EU whenever relevant), type 

of raw material, biomass feedstock, intermediate 

products used in the production of the biofuels and/or 

biofuels, volume, sustainability characteristics and GHG 

characteristics whenever relevant, of at least the 

sustainable biomass and/or biofuels received. 
 
• 2BSvs-STD-02: Requirements for Mass Balance 

Systems 

• Criterion 1.1: “…to ensure that “sustainability 

characteristics” remain assigned to “consignments”.” 

• Indicator 1.2.3 (Major indicator): The economic 

operator shall record in a credit account the origin of 

the feedstock (including NUTS 2 region within the EU 

whenever relevant), type of raw material, biomass 

feedstock, intermediate products used in the 
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production of the biofuels and/or biofuels, volume, 

sustainability characteristics and GHG characteristics 

whenever relevant, of at least the sustainable biomass 

and/or biofuels received. 

• Indicator 1.2.5: The economic operator shall establish 

a credit account that is based on the origin of the 

feedstock (including NUTS 2 region within the EU 

whenever relevant), type of raw material, biomass 

feedstock, intermediate products used in the 

production of the biofuels and/or biofuels, volume, 

sustainability characteristics and GHG characteristics 

whenever relevant, of at least the sustainable biomass 

and/or biofuels received. 

• Indicator 1.2.10: The economic operator shall ensure 

that no credit is claimed before an independent 

verification audit has been performed and a certificate 

has been awarded by an approved independent 

Verification Body. Furthermore, an equivalent quantity 

of sustainable biomass and/or biofuels shall have been 

purchased, received and/or registered in the credit 

account. To do this the economic operator shall 

establish a monthly monitoring system to ensure that 

the balance of the credit account remains positive. A 

deficit in sustainable biomass and/or biofuels (i.e. that 

at any point in time more sustainable material has 

been withdrawn than has been added) shall not occur. 

  

5.2 Prevention of double • [No specific text in Directive / Y • 2BSvs-STD-02: Requirements for Mass Balance 
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counting/claiming Communication] 

• An information system needs to be 

included which is able to keep track of 

the flow of information through the 

supply chain. 

Systems 

• Principle 0 sets out a requirement for detailed internal 

data management and monitoring systems 

• Criterion 0.2: The economic operator shall have access 

to relevant and detailed information regarding the 

origin of the sustainable biomass and/or biofuels 

through the centralised database of valid certificates 

• Indicator 0.2.5: The economic operator shall have 

documented procedures to check at least once a year 

that its suppliers of sustainable biomass and/or 

biofuels are in conformity with the European Directive 

2009/28/EC through valid certificates registered in the 

central database… 

• Indicator 1.2.16: The economic operator shall develop 

a coding system specific for the products sold as 

sustainable in its accounting system in order to ensure 

that it can link the quantities sold as sustainable on 

the sales documents 

 

5.3 The mass balance system shall 

operate at least at the level of a site 

 

• The mass balance system shall operate 

at a level where consignments could 

normally be in contact, such as in a 

container, processing or logistical 

facility or site (defined as a 

geographical location with precise 

boundaries within which products can 

be mixed). 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-02: Requirements for Mass Balance 

Systems 

• Criterion 1.1 “…at the level of containers, processing 

logistical facilities or sites (defined as a geographical 

location with precise boundaries within which products 

can be mixed)…” 
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5.4 The mass balance shall specify the 

timeframe over which the system 

operates 

• If the balance in the system is 

continuous in time, a "deficit", i.e. that 

at any point in time more sustainable 

material has been withdrawn than has 

been added, is required not to occur. 

• Alternatively the balance could be 

achieved over an appropriate period of 

time and regularly verified.  

• In both cases it is necessary for 

appropriate arrangements to be in 

place to ensure that the balance is 

respected. 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the verification of 

Biomass Producers 

• Indicator 1.2.6: The 1st gathering entity shall ensure 

that no credit is claimed before an equivalent credit of 

sustainable biomass has been harvested, purchased, 

received and/or registered in the credit account. The 

1st gathering entity shall establish a monthly 

monitoring system to ensure that the balance of the 

credit account remains positive. A deficit in sustainable 

biomass and/or biofuels (i.e. that at any point in time 

more sustainable material has been withdrawn than 

has been added) shall not occur. 

• Indicator 1.2.9: The 1st gathering entity shall develop 

and implement a documented procedure to ensure that 

the correct credit amount is deducted from the credit 

account when sustainable biomass is sold. A deficit in 

sustainable biomass (i.e. that at any point in time 

more sustainable material has been withdrawn than 

has been added) shall not occur. 

 
 
 
• 2BSvs-STD-02: Requirements for Mass Balance 

Systems 

• Indicator 1.2.10: “…the economic operator shall

establish a monthly monitoring system to ensure that 

the balance of the credit account remains positive. A 

deficit in sustainable biomass and/or biofuels (i.e. that 

at any point in time more sustainable material has 
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been withdrawn than has been added) shall not 

occur.” 
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Audit Quality 

Assessment of the audit processes of a voluntary scheme is relevant for auditing of the sustainability criteria and auditing of 
the chain of custody. The level of complexity of a chain of custody is a function of the features that a scheme allows. 
 
RED Article 18(3): 
Member States shall take measures to ensure that economic operators submit reliable information and make available to 
the Member State, on request, the data that were used to develop the information. Member States shall require economic 
operators to arrange for an adequate standard of independent auditing of the information submitted, and to provide 
evidence that this has been done. The auditing shall verify that the systems used by economic operators are accurate, 
reliable and protected against fraud. It shall evaluate the frequency and methodology of sampling and the robustness of the 
data. 
 

Article 18(3): Adequate standard 

of independent auditing 

Voluntary Schemes need to ensure a 

sufficient quality of auditing and 

verification 

 

Requirements Guidance Assessment 

6.1. Documentation management 

 

• The system ensures that economic 

operators must have a documentation 

management system. 

• It should be a condition of participation 

in voluntary schemes that economic 

operators: 

i) have an auditable system for the 

evidence related to the claims they 

make or rely on; 

ii) keep any evidence for a minimum of 

5 years; and 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the Verification of 

Biomass Production 

• Principle 0: The 1st gathering entity shall have

available and up-to-date records of accurate data 

concerning the sustainability criteria and all 

information required to demonstrate conformity with 

EU Directive 2009/28/EC. 

• Indicator 0.2.1: The 1st gathering entity shall have 

implemented a procedure to record all the 

information, data and documents required to receive 

and classify biomass as sustainable. All records shall 
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iii) accept responsibility for preparing 

any information related to the auditing 

of such evidence. 

• The auditable system should normally 

be a quality system drawing on points 2 

and 5.2 of Module D1 (‘Quality 

assurance of the production process’) 

of Annex II of the Decision on a 

common framework for the marketing 

of products. 

be kept for five (5) years.  

• Indicator 0.2.2: The 1st gathering entity shall have 

records of all relevant information for each batch, 

consignment and/or volume of sustainable biomass 

received. These records shall be available to 

independent auditors for review at any time. 

• Criterion 0.3: The 1st gathering entity shall develop and 

implement an internal quality and monitoring system 

to ensure that all information regarding sustainable 

biomass is accurate, reliable and trustworthy. This 

information should be monitored by the 1st gathering 

entity to ensure it is accurate and reliable through 

internal monitoring and verification activities. 

 

• 2BSvs-PRO-01: Governance and Management of 

Biofuels Verification Scheme 

• 1.4: 1st Gathering Entity and Economic Operator 

• 1.4.1 – Type: Any legal entity acting as a 1st gathering 

entity or economic operator in the production of 

biomass or biofuels industry and willing to get verified 

for and demonstrate conformity with the European 

Directive 2009/28/EC. 1st gathering entities or 

economic operators who want to be verified against 

the requirements of the voluntary scheme 2BSvs will 

be required to develop and implement a 

documentation management system. 

• 1.4.2 – Role 

o Have an auditable system with relevant 

evidence related to the sustainability 
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claims they make or rely on. 

o Keep evidence and records for a 

minimum of 5 years.   

 

6.2 Retrospective audits • The voluntary scheme shall arrange for 

regular, at least yearly, retrospective 

auditing of a sample of claims made 

under the scheme. It is the 

responsibility of the verifiers to define 

the size of the sample that will permit 

them to reach the level of confidence 

necessary to issue a verification 

statement. 

• For these audits requirements are that 

the auditor should be: 

1. Independent of the activity being 

audited  

2. Free from conflict of interest 

3. Competent 

o Point 1 and 2 mean that the audit 

shall be carried out by an external 

third party (not the economic 

operator) 

o Point 3 mean that the auditor has 

the generic skills and the 

verification body has the general 

skills for performing audits; and  

Y • 2BSvs-PRO-02: Procedure for the Verification Process 

• 1.8 Verification audits and recertification: 

• In order to maintain the certification during its 5 year 

validity period, annual verification audits shall be 

carried out at least once in every calendar year for all 

certified entities, meaning that all certified entities are 

subject to “retrospective” annual audits, including 1st 

gathering entities, transformation/production units and 

traders. 

• 2.1 First Gathering Entity:  

• The first gathering entity as group manager, and 

biomass producers that are group members and 

included within the certification unit, is the first entity 

that needs to be verified by the independent 

Verification Body under the 2BS Voluntary Scheme. 

This entity shall clearly define the certification unit 

when applying to be verified for conformity, with a 

clear indication of all the sustainable biomass 

producers included as group members within the 

certification unit and any subcontractor if relevant. The 

Central Office of the first gathering entity is generally 

the site that collects and centralizes all relevant 

information needed regarding the origin of the 
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o The auditor has the appropriate 

specific skills necessary for 

conducting the audit related to the 

scheme's criteria and the aspect of 

the scheme that they are auditing 

(see 6.5). 

 

sustainable biomass, the mass balance system 

(consolidated and at the level of each logistical site), 

and all relevant GHG saving data. 

• 2.2 Auditing of First gathering entity, Central Office 

and Collecting Sites:  

• During the initial audit, at least one day shall be spent 

in the Central Office to review all relevant group 

document procedures, risk analysis, monitoring records 

and registries, the declarations of biomass producers, 

the mass balance system and related records, and the 

GHG saving data and/or calculation whenever relevant. 

• The lead auditor shall ensure that as part of the audit 

the square root of the number of collecting sites 

covered by the scope of the certificate are verified 

through site audits, unless the 1st gathering entity can 

demonstrate that all potential risk has been controlled 

through: 

o All sites belong to and are directly 

managed by the central office […], and 

o The 1st gathering entity is managing all 

collecting sites using the same 

management system and procedures, and 

o The 1st gathering entity has a centralised 

database system with relevant up-to-date 

records to monitor a mass balance 

system covering all collecting sites.  

• When the 1st gathering entity can demonstrate that all 

potential risk has been controlled as described above, 

the independent verification body can decide to reduce 
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the sampling level accordingly. In any case the 

minimum required sampling level is 3% of collecting 

sites to be verified through site audits. 

• It is understood that the audit of the first gathering 

entity includes a desk-based audit (at the Central 

Office) of the whole first gathering entity, including all 

collection sites. The sample size in the previous two 

points refers specifically to site-based audits. 

• During the annual audits, a 0.5 day reduction of the 

audit duration may be authorised whenever the 

economic operator can demonstrate that it has a 

robust quality and group management system in place 

covering the activities of the first gathering entity and 

all relevant group members (i.e. producers of 

sustainable biomass). 

• 2.3 Sampling of biomass producers: 

• During initial and surveillance audits, the independent 

Verification Body shall perform an independent audit a 

number of biomass producers and check the 

declarations collected by the 1st gathering entity, 

confirm that these self declarations are accurate, that 

the biomass declared as sustainable is from known and 

sustainable origin, and that conformity with the 

European Directive can be demonstrated. Each year, 

during the initial and annual audits, the independent 

Verification Body shall carry out audits in the field of a 

sample of biomass producers, based on the following 

risk analysis. The minimum number of group members 

to be audited during the initial certification audit and 
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following annual surveillance audits by the verification 

body shall be the square root of the total number of 

members in the group. 75% of group members are 

audited following risk analysis and 25% are selected at 

random. 

• 2.4 Processing units, 2.5 Auditing of processing units: 

• During the initial audits, at least one day shall be spent 

in the Central Office of the processing unit to review, 

for all sites, all relevant document procedures and 

registries, the mass balance system and related 

records, and the GHG saving data and/or calculation 

whenever relevant. A representative sample of 

processing sites and storage sites sharing the same 

management system and are covered by the Central 

Office shall be selected following an appropriate risk 

analysis and shall be verified during the audit. During 

the annual audit, a 0.5 day reduction of the audit 

duration may be authorised whenever the economic 

operator can demonstrate that it has a robust quality 

management system in place covering its activities.  

• 2.7 Traders:  

• A trader that takes legal ownership of the sustainable 

product but is not making any transformation of this 

product shall be independently verified and certified 

before it can make any sustainability claim. During 

initial and annual audits, all relevant documented 

procedures and registries, the mass balance system 

and related records, and the GHG saving data and/or 

calculation whenever relevant, shall be reviewed. 
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6.3 Audits before participation to the 

Voluntary Scheme  

• As a general rule, a voluntary scheme 

should ensure that economic operators 

are audited before allowing them to 

participate in the scheme. There may be 

exceptions to this rule due to the 

particular character of certain schemes 

(for example, schemes that consist only 

of standard values for greenhouse gas 

calculations); in these cases, this should 

be clearly explained when the scheme is 

put forward for recognition. 

• For these audits requirements are that 

the auditor should be: 

1. Independent of the activity being 

audited  

2. Free from conflict of interest 

3. Competent 

o Point 1 and 2 mean that the audit 

shall be carried out by an external 

third party (not the economic 

operator) 

o Point 3 mean that the auditor has 

the generic skills and the 

verification body has the general 

skills for performing audits; and  

Y • 2BSvs-PRO-02: Procedure for the Verification Process 
• 1.6 Certificate of Conformity: After an initial audit and 

once all the critical nonconformities have been 

addressed by the 1st gathering point or economic 

operator and closed by the independent verification 

body, and once the audit report has been finalised, the 

Audit team leader shall make a recommendation 

regarding the conformity with the requirements of the 

Scheme. The certification decision shall then be taken 

by the relevant independent Verification Body within 

one month. 

• 1.7 Sustainability claims: Sustainability claims can only 

be made by a 1st gathering entity or an economic 

operator under the following circumstances: 

o A verification audit has been performed 

by an independent Verification Body, and 

o A Certificate of Conformity has been 

awarded to the 1st gathering point or the 

economic operators and is still valid and 

[…]. 

• Audit sampling sizes are indicated in sections 6.2 and 

6.4.   
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o The auditor has the appropriate 

specific skills necessary for 

conducting the audit related to the 

scheme's criteria and the aspect of 

the scheme that they are auditing 

(see 6.5). 

 

6.4 Group auditing [OPTIONAL – only 

relevant when group auditing is 

applied]  

• Group auditing - in particular for 

smallholder farmers, producer 

organisations and cooperatives - can be 

performed. [Note that group auditing is 

only permitted for the producers of raw 

material only, not other economic 

operators further down the supply 

chain.] 

• In such cases, verification for all units 

concerned can be performed based on 

a sample of units, where appropriate 

taking into account a relevant standard 

developed for this purpose.  

o What is the sample size? 

o What is the threshold for non-

compliance and do they apply 

to the whole group? 

o What are the 

implications/procedures of non-

compliance? 

o Are downstream parties 

Y • 2BSvs-STD-01: Requirements for the verification of 

Biomass Producers 

• 0.1.2 Biomass producers included within the scope of 

the certificate shall be near each other and share 

similar characteristics. 

 

• 2BSvs-PRO-02: Procedure for the Verification Process 

• 2.3 Sampling of biomass producers: 

• The minimum number of group members to be audited 

during the initial certification audit and following 

annual surveillance audits by the verification body shall 

be the square root of the total number of members in 

the group. 75% of group members are audited 

following risk analysis and 25% are selected at 

random. 

• 1.4 Non-conformities: 

• Critical non-conformities: Nonconformity identified 

against one of the Principle level requirements 

specified in the relevant 2BSvs documents. A new 

verification audit is required before a certificate can be 

issued. When a critical non-conformity is identified 
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informed of the non-

compliance? 

• Group auditing for compliance with the 

scheme's land related criteria is only 

acceptable when the areas concerned 

are near each other and have similar 

characteristics.  

• Group auditing for the purpose of 

calculating GHG savings is only 

acceptable when the units have similar 

production systems and products. 

during a surveillance audit, the certificate is 

suspended. Critical indicators have been identified in 

the text of 2BS-STD-01 & 02. A nonconformity against 

a Critical Indicator shall result in a Critical 

nonconformity. [RED requirements are listed as Critical 

Indicators.] 

• Major non-conformities: Nonconformity identified 

against one of the Criterion level requirements 

specified in the relevant 2BSvs documents. A new 

verification audit is not necessarily required before 

closing the major nonconformity and issuing a 

certificate. However, the Verification Body shall ensure 

full conformity with the Criterion Level requirement 

within a specified timeframe. Conformity shall be 

demonstrated through a new verification audit or 

formal document review. When a major non-

conformity is identified during a surveillance audit, the 

nonconformity may be upgraded to the next level (to 

the critical level) if it has not been addressed within a 

timeframe of up to 3 months. Major indicators have 

been identified in the text of 2BS-STD-01 & 02. A 

nonconformity against a Major Indicator shall result in 

a Major non-conformity. 

• Minor non-conformities: Nonconformity identified 

against one of the Indicator level requirements. A 

minor nonconformity shall be addressed before the 

next annual verification audit. When a minor non-

conformity is identified during a surveillance audit, the 

nonconformity may be upgraded to the next level (to 
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the major level) if it has not been addressed within a 

timeframe of up to 12 months. For evaluation against 

2BS-STD-01, the certification body shall evaluate 

conformity of the group as a whole (group entity and 

group members).  During an evaluation the 

certification body shall consider the following potential 

nonconformities: - Failure of the 1st gathering entity 

(as the group entity) to detect nonconformities at 

group member level, or - Systematic failure of the 

group entity or group members to demonstrate 

conformity with the evaluation requirements. 

• 1.9 Suspensions or termination  

• As indicated in section 1.4 above, the certificate of 

conformity of a 1st gathering entity or processing unit 

maybe suspended or terminated if critical 

nonconformities have been identified. Following an 

audit, when, the independent verification body decides 

that a certificate of conformity should be suspended or 

terminated, it shall immediately inform the 2BSvs 

Technical Advisor of the suspension or termination 

decision and date so that the 2BSvs list of valid 

certificates of conformity published on its website can 

be updated. Suspended certificates should be clearly 

identified as suspended on the 2BSvs database with 

the date of suspension while the terminated certificates 

of conformity should clearly identified as terminated on 

the database with the date of termination. 
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6.5 Auditor competencies • For these audits requirements are that 

the auditor should be: 

1. Independent of the activity being 

audited  

2. Free from conflict of interest 

3. Competent 

o Point 1 and 2 mean that the audit 

shall be carried out by an external 

third party (not the economic 

operator) 

o Point 3 mean that the auditor has 

the generic skills and the 

verification body has the general 

skills for performing audits; and  

o The auditor has the appropriate 

specific skills necessary for 

conducting the audit related to the 

scheme's criteria. 

o Namely: 

o Land use criteria: Relevant 

experience, in agriculture, ecology 

or similar. 

o Chain of Custody system: 

Experience in mass balance 

systems, traceability, data 

handling or similar. 

o GHG: Relevant experience in GHG 

accounting. 

 

Y • 2BSvs-PRO-02: Procedure for the Verification Process 

• Section 3. Procedure for endorsement of Independent 

Verification Bodies: Verification bodies providing 

independent auditing services for the Scheme shall 

demonstrate their independence and competence, [...]. 

• Section 4. Procedures for the training and approval of 

auditors: Auditors as well as the personnel of 

Independence Verification Bodies involved in activities 

related to the Scheme must have a sufficient level of 

knowledge and competence to perform their tasks in 

conformity with the Scheme requirements. In 

particular, Verification Bodies need to set-up a 

procedure to qualify their auditors in order to ensure 

that they satisfy the following minimum conditions: 

o Have followed an approved training 

course and have passed any examination 

related to the training course 

o Being a currently qualified Management 

System auditor according to internal 

processed of the certification body, in 

conformity with ISO 19011. 

o Have the general skills necessary for 

conducting the audit related to the 

scheme’s criteria; i.e. Evidence of having 

past an appropriate ISO 19011 training 

course), or evidence of experience in 

carrying audits in conformity with ISO 

9001, 14001, 14065 and/or 14064-3 

audits. Evidence should be provided 
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through training certificates, audit logs or 

detailed Curriculum Vitae.  

 

• 2BSvs-PRO-01: Governance and Management of 

Biofuels Verification Scheme 

• Section 4. Approval of auditors 

• Auditors as well as all the personnel of Independent 

Verification Bodies involved in the activities related to 

the implementation of the Scheme must have a 

sufficient level of knowledge and competence to 

perform their tasks in conformity with the Schemes 

requirements. Auditors shall be formally approved for 

their specific area of competence and shall have the 

relevant competency to perform specific audits. For 

example, auditors performing audits against 2BSvs-

STD-001 need to have academic qualification or 

professional experience in agriculture, ecology or 

similar field, while auditors performing audits against 

2BSvs-STD- 002 need to have academic qualification 

or professional experience in traceability, chain of 

custody or similar. 

  

• Training and examination of auditors are provided by 

the Technical Advisor who delivers a qualification 

certificate valid for 5 years. In the case of major 

updates required by the EC, the Steering Committee 

can decide to impose an additional training session for 

all auditors to remain qualified. 
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6.6 Management of the audit  • Audits shall be properly planned, 

conducted and reported on 

• The sustainability system has clear 

procedures that describe how audits 

should be conducted 

• Audit includes the following: 

o Draw up a verification plan which 

corresponds to the risk analysis 

and the scope and complexity of 

the economic operator's activities, 

and which defines the sampling 

methods to be used with respect 

to that operator's activities; 

o Carry out the verification plan by 

gathering evidence in accordance 

with the defined sampling 

methods, plus all relevant 

additional evidence, upon which 

the verifier's verification 

conclusion will be based; 

o Request the operator to provide 

any missing elements of audit 

trails, explain variations, or revise 

claims or calculations, before 

reaching a final verification 

conclusion. 

• ISO 19011: 2002 (plan, do, act, check), 

or justified equivalent, covers the 

above requirements 

Y • 2BSvs-PRO-01: Governance and Management of 

Biofuels Verification Scheme 

• Section 1.3 Independent Verification Bodies 

• 1.3.1 – Attributes: Verifiers shall have the following 

attributes: Experience in carrying out audits in 

conformity with ISO 19011, ISO 14064-3, or ISAE 

3000, or accredited against ISO Guide 65, ISO 17021 

or ISO 14065 (order amended in this report).  

• 1.3.2 – Role: The Verification Body shall also ensure 

that its approved auditors perform at least the 

following activities prior to and during audits (specific 

points are included in this report): 

o Identify the activities undertaken by the 

economic operator relevant to the 

scheme’s criteria based on the 

information provided through the 

application process. 

o Perform a risk analysis of the activities 

and operations to be audited. The risk 

analysis shall at least include an 

identification of all the logistical sites and 

main activities covered by the 

certification unit. 

o Draw up a verification plan and agenda 

that corresponds to the risk analysis and 

the scope and complexity of the sites and 

activities covered by the verification 

audit. 

o Carry out the verification plan by 
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 gathering documented and non-

documented (e.g. through interviews, 

etc) evidence in accordance with the 

sampling method defined in the 

Procedure for the Verification Process. 

o Request the operator to address within a 

specified timeframe all the 

nonconformities identified and provide 

any missing elements of the audit trail, 

explain variations, or revise claims or 

calculations through appropriate 

nonconformities or before making a 

formal verification recommendation. 

 

6.7 Establishment of at least a “limited 

assurance level”  

• A “limited assurance level”3 implies a 

reduction in risk to an acceptable level 

as the basis for a negative form of 

expression by the auditor such as 

“based on our assessment nothing has 

come to our attention to cause us to 

believe that there are errors in the 

evidence”  

Y • 2BSvs-PRO-01: Governance and Management of 

Biofuels Verification Scheme 

• Section 1.3 Independent Verification Bodies 

• 1.3.1 – Attributes: Verifiers shall have the following 

attributes: Experience in carrying out audits in 

conformity with ISO 19011, ISO 14064-3, or ISAE 

3000, or accredited against ISO Guide 65, ISO 17021 

or ISO 14065 (order amended in this report).  

• No reference to “limited assurance”.  

 

                                                
3 A stronger “assurance level” is the “Reasonable assurance level”. Reasonable assurance implies a reduction in risk to an acceptably low level as the basis 

for a positive form of expression such as “based on our assessment, the evidence is free from material misstatement”. 
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6.8 Accreditation • Accreditation by a national accreditation 

body affiliated to the International 

Accreditation Forum (IAF); or  

• Accreditation as a full member or 

‘associate’ member of ISEAL; or 

• ‘Commitment to comply’ with ISO 

17011: 2004 (General requirements for 

accreditation bodies accrediting 

conformity assessment bodies), or 

justified equivalent, within 3 years 

(consistent with ISEAL associate 

member) 

Y • 2BSvs-PRO-01: Governance and Management of 

Biofuels Verification Scheme 

• Section 1.2 2BSvs Technical Advisor 

• 1.2.2 – Role: Mandate of the Technical Advisor includes 

[…] Training and qualification of auditors, Approval of 

Verification Bodies. 

• Section 1.3 Independent Verification Bodies 

• 1.3.1 – Attributes: Verification Bodies shall be 

independent and reliable audit service providers 

endorsed by the Steering Committee against 

requirements defined in the procedure by the Steering 

Committee against the requirements defined in the 

procedures for the scheme verification process. 

• Section 3. Endorsement of Independent Verification 

Bodies 

• Certification bodies providing audit services using the 

2BSvs voluntary scheme shall meet the requirements 

described above and in the procedure for the scheme 

verification process. Decision of endorsement of an 

independent certification body is made by the Steering 

Committee upon acceptance of the documented 

evidence provided to demonstrate the independence 

and competence of the certification body through 

formal accreditation against ISO Guide 65, or similar 

accreditation standard, by an independent IAF member 

and to ensure that biofuels certification activities are 

performed in conformity with ISO standards ISO Guide 

65 or ISO 17021. 

• Before making a decision to endorse an independent 
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certification body, the technical advisor must review 

the following certification body’s procedures, forms and 

templates developed by the certification body 

specifically for the 2BSvs voluntary scheme: - 

Certification procedure for 2BSvs voluntary scheme, 

from application process, to certification decision, 

including procedures to register certificates issued and 

to control sustainability claims. - Audit guidelines for 

auditors to perform audits.- Application form for 1st 

gathering entities and economic operators. - Contract 

template including clear clauses to ensure that 

unannounced surveillance audit can be performed, and 

the conditions under which a certificate can be 

suspended or terminated. - Audit report template. - 

Template for nonconformity form. - Certificate 

template.  

• A written agreement with the Steering Committee is 

made containing expression of: - the commitment of 

the Verification Body to confidentiality regarding all 

elements and information that are made available to 

its staff for all the activities related to the 

implementation of the 2BSvs voluntary scheme - 

engagement of independence and integrity of the 

Verifications Body in the performance of auditing and 

certification activities related to the 2BSvs voluntary 

scheme - commitment to fulfill all requirements of the 

Scheme in particular concerning impartiality, integrity 

and competence, including staffing qualified auditors 

and personnel. 
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